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Memorandum 97-55

1997 Legislative Program: Status of Bills

Attached to this memorandum is a chart showing the status of items in the

Commission’s 1997 legislative program. This memorandum supplements the

chart as to a few items. We will update this chart at the Commission meeting.

The 1997 legislative session ends Friday, September 12.

AB 939 (Ortiz/Ackerman) — mediation confidentiality. At the Senate

Judiciary Committee hearing, the author agreed to delete the proposed

amendment of Evidence Code Section 703.5. The amendment would have made

clear that a mediator is precluded from testifying in a subsequent arbitration or

administrative adjudication, as well as in a civil action or proceeding. This

concession was necessary to avoid including a potentially controversial provision

on mediator disclosure of conflicts of interest.

SB 209/261 (Kopp) — judicial review of agency action. The Senate Judiciary

Committee is considering various dates and locations for an interim hearing on

this matter, but has not yet finalized it. For further information on this bill, please

refer to Memorandum 97-56.

SB 653 (Calderon)/SB 453 (Solis) — ALJ code of ethics. SB 653 (Calderon)

has been converted into a bill relating to judicial review of Public Utilities

Commission decisions. The ALJ code of ethics material is now amended into SB

453 (Solis), a bill to change the name of Workers Compensation Referees to

Administrative Law Judges.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Executive Secretary
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